HTML Help ActiveX control reference . . )
The HTML Help ActiveX control reference provides information about
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pa@&%\&&gpntrol (Hhctrl.ocx) and how it interacts with Microsoft Internet

Explorer. They explain how to insert the control into an HTML file and

THeomE sy Sacke HheVitiEN theOBIdiLiRy 886tiEPARAM> tags. They also
discuss how to work with multiple instances of the control.

e The parameters section explains how to code the <PARAM> tag and
provide comprehensive reference information for all parameters with a
link to each command that uses a specific parameter.

e The commands section explains how to specify a command and
provide comprehensive reference information for all commands,
including syntax descriptions and code examples.

e The methods section provides comprehensive reference information
for all methods, including syntax descriptions and code examples.
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HTML Help ActiveX control overview . .
The HTML Help ActiveX control (Hhctrl.ocx) provides a rich feature set

for help systems. Key features include: an expanding table of contents,
keyword search, shortcuts, and pop-up help topics. The control is one of
the authoring components that ships with Microsoft HTML Help. It is also
included with many third-party HTML Help authoring tools.

The control provides functionality for two types of help systems:

A compiled help (.chm) file The control uses both an Internet Explorer
DLL (Shdocvw.dll) and the HTML Help compiler to offer a variety of
features. Users view compiled help files in the Help Viewer. Compiled
help files often ship with the programs that they document.

Uncompiled HTML files on a Web site:
The control uses Microsoft Internet Explorer to provide a subset of its
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foGisgSRRRBISHIAIIMENA is necessary to use it with development tools,
such as Microsoft Visual Basic Scripting Edition and Microsoft Visual

Notes

e For more information about ActiveX technology, see Microsoft's
Component Object Model (COM) technologies Web site.
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Inserting the HTML Help ActiveX contro

You can add the HTML HeIp ActiveX control to an HTML file by using the
standard HTML <OBJECT> tag. The <OBJECT> tag includes a set of
parameters that you use to specify which data the control should use,
and to control the appearance and behavior of the control.

Whether you use the control in a compiled help (.chm) file or in
uncompiled HTML files, you can insert the control using the HTML Help
ActiveX Control Wizard, or you can insert it manually, by typing the
appropriate <OBJECT> tag code.



Inserting the control using HTML Help
Workshop

Use the HTML Help ActiveX Control Wizard, which is included in the
HTML Help Workshop, to author any of the commands in an HTML file.

To use the HTML Help ActiveX Control Wizard, start HTML Help
Workshop, and then open an HTML file. Position your cursor anywhere
between the <BODY> start and end tags, and then click HTML Help
ActiveX Control.

To edit an existing instance of the control, position your cursor anywhere
within the <OBJECT> start and end tags of the control, and then click
HTML Help ActiveX Control.



Inserting the control manually

The easiest way to work with the control is to insert it using the HTML
Help ActiveX Control Wizard. However, you can also copy an existing
instance of the control from one HTML file into another. You can then edit
the <OBJECT> tag code manually.

When you copy an existing control, make sure to copy all the text from
the start <OBJECT> tag through the end </OBJECT> tag. You should then
paste the text anywhere between the <BODY> start and end tags of an
HTML file.

* NEYSTAMUt tha R Ltag frgm.fhe HTML Help ActiveX control Object
tag, as this may result in tnexpected behavior.

Note



HTML Help ActiveX control syntax . .
All'of the code required for an instance of the HTML Help ActiveX control

is contained within the HTML <OBJECT> start and end tags. Use the
<OBJECT> tag to specify a command, such as Splash or Contents, and
to call a method, such as Click or TextPopup.

Using the HTML Help ActiveX Control Wizard in HTML Help Workshop,
you can insert the basic syntax automatically.



Coding the HTML <OBJECT> tag

The <OBJECT> tag enables you to embed the HTML Help ActiveX
control directly in a file. The attributes in the following table are required

by the control.

Attribute

Description

Specifies the name by which the HTML Help ActiveX
control will be known to the HTML file. The default ID
is HHCTRL, but you can specify any name you want.

For example, if you entered Test as the ID, you would
use that same ID to refer to the control from a script.

If you use multiple instances of the HTML Help
ActiveX control in a file, each instance must have a
unique ID.

TYPE

Specifies the MIME type for the object. The HTML
Help ActiveX control TYPE is application/x-
oleobject.

CLASSID

Uniquely identifies the HTML Help ActiveX control
from other ActiveX controls. The HTML Help ActiveX
control identifier is the registry key number and is the
same for every instance of the control that you use.

The HTML Help ActiveX control CLASSID is
clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7all.

CODEBASE

Specifies the version number of the HTML Help
ActiveX control. Enables the automatic download
mechanism of ActiveX controls and full version




checking.

The PARAM attribute, which is also an HTML tag with
attributes specific to it, lists a sequence of NAME and
VALUE attribute pairs that are passed to the HTML
Help ActiveX control to specify which HTML Help
PARAM feature to provide and how to provide it. This attribute
is required for all instances of the HTML Help ActiveX
Control. Omitting the <PARAM> tag from an HTML

everal standarfi EBMEEEX £ MR URIS EG LR [ROAP R EBBHDER,

CODETYPE, DE RXREGIRAE ‘ﬁ%rPACE NAME, SHAPES,

deflne the appearance and p05|t|on of the HTML HeIp ActiveX control.

Notes
. WIDTH and HEIGHT values can be expressed in percentage, followed

by a percent sign, or in pixels (numeric value only).

e The HTML Help ActiveX control does not support the <OBJECT> tag
DATA attribute.



Coding the <PARAM> tag

The <PARAM> tag is used to pass a sequence of parameters to the
HTML Help ActiveX control to specify a feature and any additional
information that the feature may require.

The <PARAM> tag is valid only within an <OBJECT> tag. The end tag is
optional.

Attribute ||Description

Specifies a parameter. The first parameter in the

NAME sequence must be Command.

<OBJECT> tag, ViR-unexpected behavior.

omit the JPRRANES ByalidhaHe-FPRD BRI HBRIRNERS g in
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e For more informafion about other attributes supported by the

NotEECT> and <PARAM> tags, see a comprehensive HTML
?&eference, such as the Microsoft Site Builder Network (SBN) HTML
Elements reference.
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Using multiple instances of the control

It IS not uncommon for a single HTML file to contain multiple instances of
the HTML Help ActiveX control. For example, if you want to add a splash
screen, provide a list of Related Topic links, and open a WinHelp topic
all from one HTML file, then that file would contain three instances of the
control. Each instance would call one command.

If multiple instances of the control are used in the same file, each
instance must have a unique name specified in the ID attribute of the
<OBJECT> tag. The ID attribute is case-sensitive.
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Parameters

A parameter is a set of <PARAM> tags with NAME and VALUE attributes
that specify a command and information required by the command.

For example, when you specify the Contents command, you must also
specify a contents (.hhc) file using the Item1 parameter.

Some parameters are used with more than one command. For
information about a specific instance of a parameter, see the command
for which it is used.



e Default Topic ]
Paﬁramef'ers quick reference
L Fags
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Button {)arameter

Use the Button parameter to create a button that will invoke a command
when clicked. You can select from several button styles.



Applies to

ALink Close
HH Version
KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut
TCard

WinHelp




Valid values

When clicked, the following example buttons each call the HH Version
command.

Syntax ||Description| Example E
A
€
C

<PARAM name="Button"||Button with [

value="Text:button text"> ||a text label t
.
v
v

value=""> button.

<PARAM name="Button" Button with
"Bi . |la shortcut
value="Bitmap:shortcut"> icon

_/

<PARAM name="Button"||"Chiclet"

<PARAM name="Button"||Button with

rn




value="Bitmap:path to  [la bitmap
.bmp file"> image.

<PARAM name="Button"
file"> an icon.
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Example

The following example uses a button with a bitmap image to call the HH
Version command.

<OBJECT
id=bitmap
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="HH Version">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Bitmap:bmpbutton.bmp">

</OBJECT>



Help project (.hhp) file.
Comments
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Command parameter

Use the Command parameter to specify an HTML Help command.



Applies to

ALink Close
Contents

HH Version
Index

KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut

Splash
TCard

WinHelp




Valid values

name="Command"
value="command name
[,menu|,dialog

[,popup]]">

Syntax Description
Specifies the command to invoke.
The ALink, KLink, and Related Topics
commands include a setting ([,menu|,dialog]) that
<PARAM specifies whether to display target topics on a

pop-up menu or in a dialog box.

The WinHelp command includes a setting
([,popup]) that specifies the window type in which
to display the specified WinHelp topic.

Multiple Command parameter values are
delimited by a comma.
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Default Topic parameter . . . . .
Use the Default Topic parameter to specify a topic to navigate to if an

ALink or KLink cannot locate the target topic.




Applies to

ALink KLink




Valid values

Syntax ||Description Notes
<PARAM name="Default [[Specifies an HTML file name E}]eigefault
Topic" value="File name [or an HTTP URL to navigate afameter is
or HTTP URL"> to if the link fails. par;
optional.
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Flags parameter

Use the Flags parameter to specify how topics should be searched for,
and how they should appear, for certain commands.



Applies to

ALink Contents
KLink




Valid values

Syntax ||Description

||N otes

Used with the ALink or
KLink commands to
<PARAM specify that when a single
name="Flags" [target topic is found, the
value="1"> topic should appear in the
window type specified in
the Command parameter.

If this parameter is empty
(value=""), clicking the
ALink or KLink navigates
directly to the target topic
when a single topic is found.

Used with the ALink or
KLink commands to
specify that when a target
topic cannot be found, the
ALink or KLink button (or
text) should be unavailable.

<PARAM
name="Flags"
value=",,1">

If this parameter is empty
(value=""), clicking the
ALink or KLink opens a
Topic Not Found dialog
box when the topic cannot
be located.

<PARAM
name="Flags" [[Used with the Contents
value="numericllcommand to store the

value of numeric value of the
selected selected window style
window attributes.

styles">

The window style
hexadecimal numeric values
are not currently mapped.

\We recommend that you
use the HTML Help ActiveX
Control Wizard to select
window styles. The wizard
automatically inserts the
appropriate parameter
values in the format Oxn.

2] About parameters




Font parameter

Use the Font parameter to specify font attributes for the Text or Button
parameter.




Applies to

ALink Close
HH Version
KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut
TCard

WinHelp




Valid values

Syntax

Description

"NOtES

<PARAM name="Font"
value="Facename[, point
size[, charset[, color][,
PLAIN BOLD ITALIC
UNDERLINE]]]]">

Specifies the following
font attributes: font
family, point size,
character set, color,
and format options.

The Font parameter is
optional.

The default font
settings are:
"Helvetica,12,,,PLAIN"

For best results,
specify only standard
system fonts.

The Font parameter
may be ignored if the
character set conflicts
with the language ID of
the help file.
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Frame parameter

Use the Frame parameter to specify the frame in which you want target
topics to appear.



Applies to

ALink KLink
Related Topics




Valid values

Syntax ||Description ||Notes
<PARﬁ1E\:/I , If you are using a frameset, The Frame
na{ne:.. e specifies the frame for the selected [parameter is
ergi;f rame topic to appear in. optional.
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Item parameter

The Item parameter is dependent on the specified command. For usage
information, see the individual commands that use this parameter.



Applies to

ALink Contents
Index

KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut

Splash
TCard

WinHelp




Valid values

EERE SN SIS LN B I I [

and one or more ALink names to
look up.

o Contents: anmflpq the _hhc file

Syntax

||Dngnpt|on

<PARAM name="Item1" value=" ">
<PARAM name="Item2" value="">

<PARAM name="Item3" value=" ">

Valid values depend on which
command is specified.

e Index: Specifies the .hhk file path.

KLink: Specifies the .chm file path

and one or more keywords to look

up.

Related Topics: Specifies an entry
in the Related Topics list.

Shortcut: Specifies the program to
open. Depending on the
functionality you want to implement
with the Shortcut command, you
may need to supply additional
information.

e Splash: Specifies the image file
path and length of time the image
will appear.

e TCard: Specifies the wPARAM and
IPARAM values to pass to the
Windows WM_TCARD message.
Depending on the functionality you
want to implement with TCard, you
may need to supply additional
information.

e WinHelp: Specifies the .hlp file
path and topic ID (or map number).
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Text parameter

Use the Text parameter to create a link that will invoke a command when
clicked.



Applies to

ALink Close
HH Version
KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut
TCard

WinHelp




Valid values

Syntax Description ||Notes
<PARAM name="Text" Specifies the [[The Text parameter is
value="Text: Link text"> link text. optional.
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About commands

The Command parameter supports a set of values, known as commands.
Each value specifies an action for the HTML Help ActiveX control to carry
out. Most of the commands require that you specify additional
parameters that determine exactly how to carry out the action.

Use the commands to add functionality to a compiled help (.chm) file or a
set of uncompiled HTML files. For example, the Contents command adds
a graphical table of contents to your help system based on a contents
(.hhc) file that you specify.



process Ol mserurng e A 1ivik Aaeip ACuveA COruol i a ie.

Nt gne command can be specified in any single instance of the
control.

e A command should be located in an HTML file exactly where you want
the feature to appear.



Commands quick reference

Use with a compiled [Use with uncompiled
help file HTML files

Contents

HH Version

A
—
S
=
X XX X X[ X X XX X X X
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ALink command

Purpose

Creates Associative links (ALinks) that jump to target HTML files that
contain the specified ALink names. The list of target topics appears on a
pop-up menu or in a dialog box.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command"  value="ALink [,menu|,dialog]">

<PARAM name="Item1" value=".chm file path">
<PARAM name="Item2" value="ALink text">
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap:Bitmap file pati

[<PARAM name="Default Topic" value="File name or HTTP URL">]

[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/[, point size[, charset[, color|[, I
[<PARAM name="Flags" value=",,1">]

[<PARAM name="Flags" value="1">]

[<PARAM name="Frame" value="Frame Name">]

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description

Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional.

Calls the ALink command and specifies whether to
display target topics on a pop-up menu or in a dialog
box.

If you do not specify a display option, a dialog box
Command appears by default.

To specify the Topics Found dialog box, type dialog.

To specify a pop-up menu, type menu.



Default Topic

pecifies the topic to navigate to if the look up fails.

S
Optional.
Specifies how to behave if only one target is found or

|
|if the target is unavailable.

Flags
Font Specifies the font attributes. Optional.
= Specifies the frame in which to display the selected
rame : .
topic. Optional.
Specifies the compiled help file that contains the
ltem1 :
target topics.
Specifies the text for one ALink name. This text must
match an ALink name that has previously been
inserted into one or more topics using the Compiler
ltem? Information feature.
Subsequent ALink names are specified as ltem3,
ltem4, etc.
Text ||Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example
Note that in this example ALink targets will appear in the Topics Found

dialog box because neither dialog nor menu is specified in the Command
parameter value.

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="ALink">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Text:See Also">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="c:\Help\MyFile.chm">
<PARAM name="Ttem?2" value="overview">
<PARAM name="Item3" value="bibliography">

</OBJECT>



Sample ALink command



e To add ALink names to an HTML file, use the Compiler Information
Cemmehtgich is available on the Edit menu of HTML Help
Workshop.
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Close command

Purpose

Closes the window in which the current topic appears.

You can use the Close command to close a secondary window that does
not include a Close button.

The Close command could also be used with a help wizard. For
example, a user could answer the question "Did this solve your
problem?" by clicking No, which would link to the next topic, or clicking
Yes, which would close the window.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="Close">
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description

Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional. |
Command ||Ca||s the Close command. |
Font |Specifies the font attributes. Optional.

Text ISpecifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Close">

<PARAM name="Button" value="Text:Close this window!">
</OBJECT>



Commentsnds



Contents command

Purpose

Creates a graphical table of contents that displays a specified contents
(.hhc) file.

This command can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="Contents">
<PARAM name="Item1" value=".hhc file path">

<PARAM name="Flags" value="0xn,0xn">

Property ||Description

Command ||Ca||s the Contents command.

Specifies ExXWindow Styles and Window Styles
values for the selected window style attributes. The
values are stored as hexadecimal numbers in the
format Oxn.

11203 We recommend that you use the HTML Help ActiveX
Control Wizard to select window styles. The wizard
automatically inserts the appropriate parameter
values in the format Oxn.

ltem1 ||Specifies the contents (.hhc) file path.




Example

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100%
height=100%

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Contents">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="C:\toc.hhc">

<PARAM name="Flags" value="0x4000,0x800035>
</OBJECT>
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Comments’
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HH Version command

Purpose

Displays the version number of the HTML Help ActiveX control
(Hhctrl.ocx) in a dialog box.

This command helps users to determine whether they are using the most
current version of HTML Help.

This command can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="HH Version'">
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description

Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional. |
Command ||Ca||s the HH Version command. |
Font |Specifies the font attributes. Optional.

Text ISpecifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100
>
<PARAM name="Command" value="HH Version">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Text:Click for version number">

</OBJECT>



Sample HH Version command

Click here to see the version number of the HTML Help ActiveX control
used in this topic.


JavaScript:version.Click()

Commentsnds



Index command

Purpose

Creates a graphical index that displays a specified index (.hhk) file.

This command can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="Index">

<PARAM name="Item1" value=".hhk file path">

Property |Description
Command [[Calls the Index command.
ltem1 Specifies the index (.hhk) file path.




Example

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100%
height=100%
>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Index">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="c:\Index Files\MyIndex.hhk">

</OBJECT>

2 About commands




KLink command

Purpose

Creates Keyword links (KLinks) that jump to target HTML files that
contain the specified keyword(s). The list of target topics appears on a
pop-up menu or in a dialog box.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command"  value="KLink [,menu|,dialog]">

<PARAM name="Item1" value=".chm file path">
<PARAM name="Item2" value="keyword text">
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file pat

[<PARAM name="Default Topic" value="File name or HTTP URL">]

[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/[, point size[, charset[, color|[, I
[<PARAM name="Flags" value=",,1">]

[<PARAM name="Flags" value="1">]

[<PARAM name="Frame" value="Frame Name">]

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description

Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional.

Calls the KLink command and specifies whether to
display target topics on a pop-up menu or in a dialog
box.

If you do not specify a display option, a dialog box
Command appears by default.

To specify the Topics Found dialog box, type dialog.

To specify a pop-up menu, type menu.



Default Topic

|
“Specmes the topic to navigate to if the look up fails.

Specifies how the command will behave if only one

—— target is found or the target is unavailable.

Font ||Specifies the font attributes. Optional.

Erame Specifies the frame in which to display the selected
topic. Optional.

tem1 Specifies the compiled help (.chm) file that contains
the target topics.
Specifies a keyword. This text must match a keyword
that has previously been inserted into one or more
topics using the Compiler Information command.

ltem?2
Subsequent keywords are specified as Item3, ltem4,
etc.

Text ||Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example

Note that KLink targets will appear on a pop-up menu in this example
because menu is specified in the Command parameter.

<OBJECT
id=MyControl
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="KLink, menu">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Text: Animal Diets">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="animals.chm">
<PARAM name="Ttem?2" value="omnivore">

<PARAM name="Item3" value="carnivore'>
</OBJECT>



Sample KLink Command



e To add keywords to a target HTML file, use the Compiler Information
Cemmehtgich is available on the Edit menu of HTML Help
Workshop.
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Related Topics command

Purpose

Displays a list of target topics that a user can jump to. The Item
parameter stores information about each target. The list of target topics
appears on a pop-up menu or in a dialog box.

This command can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="Related Topics [,menu|,dialog]">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="Topicl;Main URL for Topicl;Alternate URL |
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA
[<PARAM name="Frame" value="Frame Name">]

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description
Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional.

Calls the Related Topics command and specifies whether to
display target topics on a pop-up menu or in a dialog box.

If you do not specify a display option, a dialog box appears

Command|fey default.

To specify the Topics Found dialog box, type dialog.

To specify a pop-up menu, type menu.

e Topic title as you want it to appear in the Topics Found
Font |spésineshen somnaaiames Dptional.
Sp&;piteméwpaftame in which to display the selected topic.
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Ho oo 1oy \Allmulv.

Specifies the fbllowmg information about the target topic:
Multiple values are delimited by a semicolon.

ltem1 To specify subsequent topic information, use Item2, ltem3,




etc.

|Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=candomble
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="Hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Related Topics, MENU">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Text:See Also">
<PARAM name="Ttem1" value="About Oxala;oxala.html;http://example.micros
<PARAM name="Item?2" value="About Yemanja;Yemanja.html;http://example.
<PARAM name="Ttem3" value="About Oba;oba.html;http://example.microsoft.
<PARAM name="Ttem4" value="About Ogum;ogum.html;http://example.micro

<PARAM name="Ttem5" value="Bad Link;bad_link.html;http://example.micros
</OBJECT>



Sample Related Topics command
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Shortcut command

Purpose

Creates a shortcut to a specified action by passing Windows-based
messages and parameters. For example, if a topic discusses a procedure
that involves a specific dialog box, you can provide a link that a user can
click in the topic to open the dialog box in the program.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="ShortCut">

<PARAM name="Item1" value=",program name,parameters">

<PARAM name="Item2" value="message ID,wPARAM,IPARAM">

[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA

[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

Property ||Description
Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional.
Command ||Ca||s the Shortcut command.
Font ||Specifies the font attributes. Optional.
Specifies the file path to the executable file (.exe) for
the program, and any parameters to be sent to the
program. These values are delimited by a comma.
ltem1
HTML Help does not support %WINDIR% or other
system variables in the file path.
Specifies the message ID of a standard Windows
ltem2 message, a WPARAM value, and a IPARAM value.
These values are delimited by a comma.
Text Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=shortcut
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="ShortCut">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Bitmap:shortcut">
<PARAM name="Ttem1" value="notepad,notepad.exe,">

<PARAM name="ITtem2" value="273,1,1">
</OBJECT>



Sample Shortcut command



e For more information about security restrictions that apply to shortcuts,
C rtcuts.

2 About commands



ms-its:htmlhelp.chm::/shortcutov.htm

Splash command

Purpose

Displays an image for a specified number of seconds when the file that
contains the HTML Help ActiveX control is opened. For example, using
the Splash command, you could display a product logo or welcome

message when a compiled help (.chm) file or Web page is first opened.

This command can be used with either a compiled help file or uncompiled
HTML files.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="Splash">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="image file path">
<PARAM name="Item2" value="millisecond value">

[<PARAM name="Item3" value="alternate image file path">]

Property ||Description

Command ||Ca||s the Splash command.

tem1 Specifies the i_ma_ge file path. Supported image file
o formats are .gif, .jpeg, or .bmp.

ltem? “Specifies the length of time to display the image in

milliseconds (1000 milliseconds = 1 second).

Specifies an alternate image file to display if the
ltem3 user's display configuration supports more than 256
colors. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=splash
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="Hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Splash">
<PARAM name="Item1" value="test.gif">
<PARAM name="Item2" value="5000">

</OBJECT>



Sample Splash command

Click here to see a splash screen.



SEFRKAWMMIEDE 1L~ Sldll dllu €U t1ays Is Culreriuy rnot supportiedu. 1 you wdrlit
to use the Splash command with a frameset, insert the control within
Cmm%m ML file that is specified in the frameset document.

2 About commands




TCard command

Purpose

Sends a Windows WM_TCARD message to the calling program to
invoke a training card topic or to perform some other action.

Training cards are help topics that interact with the calling program by
sending the appropriate message parameters via WM_TCARD in
response to a user action, such as clicking a button within the help
window. The calling program then handles the message and responds by
performing a specific action. The action can be anything from calling an
HTML Help API function to opening an application dialog box.

Typical uses of training cards include guiding users through the steps of a
certain task or a troubleshooting process.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="TCard">

<PARAM name="Item1" value="wPARAM, IPARAM">

[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA

Property ||Description

Button ||Specifies the button style. Optional.

Command ||Ca||s the TCard command.

Font ||Specifies the font attributes. Optional.
Specifies the WPARAM and the IPARAM parameter
values to pass to the WM_TCARD message.
WPARAM usually identifies a user action; this value

ltem1 must be numeric.
IPARAM may contain additional data, depending on
the value of WPARAM,; this value may be numeric or
string.

Text ||Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=training
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="HHCTRL.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100
height=100
>
<PARAM name="Command" value="TCard">
<PARAM name="Button" value="Text: This is a training card">

<PARAM name="Item1" value="5555, MyText">
</OBJECT>



use the TCard method.

ComimentStiraining card topics, code must be added to the calling
program to handle WM_TCARD messages.
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WinHelp command

Purpose

Displays a WinHelp topic in the WinHelp primary window, a WinHelp
secondary window, or in a WinHelp pop-up window. The specific window
attributes, such as size and position, background color, and button bar
items, are based on the definitions in the [WINDOWS] section of the

specified WinHelp project (.hpj) file.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Syntax

<PARAM name="Command" value="WinHelp [,Popup]>

<PARAM name="Item2" value="topic ID|map number">

<PARAM name="Item1" value="WinHelp (.hlp) file path [>window name]">
[<PARAM name="Button" value="[Text: Button text|Bitmap: Bitmap file path|Ic
[<PARAM name="Font" value="Facename/, point size[, charset[, color[, PLA
[<PARAM name="Text" value="Text: Link text">]

e To display a pop-up WinHelp window, type Popup.

Property ||Description

Button ||S|0R9iﬂiieﬁlﬁ\,.%bsﬁwrﬁta@-melwindow, do not
CARCHE WiiHEMCYREnanE SPREEY eclinsiawviamap
wittithe ieml parameter.

Command e To display the WinHelp main window, do not specify
a window type or a window name (in the Item1
parameter).

Font Specifies the font attributes. Optional.

Specifies the file path of the WinHelp (.hlp) file in
which the WinHelp topic is stored, and the window
name of the target window.

The window name must be preceded by the ">"

ltem1 character.

Do not specify a window name if you typed Popup in
the Command parameter or if you want the topic to
appear in the WinHelp main window.




Specifies the topic ID or map number of the WinHelp
topic to display.

|Specifies the link text. Optional.




Example

<OBJECT
id=winhelp
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=100

height=100
>

<PARAM name="Command" value="WinHelp">

<PARAM name="Button" value="Text: Candomble Overview">

<PARAM name="Ttem1" value="c:\winhelp\candomble_wh.hlp>MyWindow">
<PARAM name="Ttem?2" value="myth_candomble_overview">

</OBJECT>



Commentsnds



bout methods
Methods enable you to access functionality within the HTML Help

ActiveX control through the use of a scripting language, such as
JavaScript or Visual Basic Scripting Edition. Generally, methods use the
information specified in the <PARAM> tags of the specified HTML Help
ActiveX control to determine what functionality is actually to be invoked.

The following example uses the Click method to invoke a command:
<A HREF=JavaScript:related.Click()>Example</A>

where JavaScript is the scripting language, related is the ID of the HTML
Help ActiveX control being referenced, Click() is the method, and Example
is the text link. The Click() method requires that the control contain
<PARAM> tags that specify which command to invoke.

Some methods do not require any parameters to access functionality
within the HTML Help ActiveX control. In these cases, if <PARAM> tags
are present in a referenced control, they are ignored by the method being
called. This lets you reuse an existing instance of the control in your
HTML file.

In addition, you can call multiple methods from a single instance of the
HTML Help ActiveX control. For example, if you are already using an
instance of the control to call the Related Topics command, you can
reference the ID of that same control to call the TextPopup method.

If you need to insert a new instance of the control to call a method that
does not require parameters, you can omit the <PARAM> tags from the
<OBJECT> tag as shown in the following example:

<OBJECT
id=for_script
type="application/x-oleobject"

classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7al11"



>

</OBJECT>

where for_script is the ID of the HTML Help ActiveX control that you will
reference to call a method. Methods that do not require <PARAM> tags
are listed in the table, below.



Methods quick reference

Use with
uncompiled HTML
files

Use with a
compiled help
file

Does not require

Method <PARAM> tags

X || X || X[ X

X|| X[ X X || X || X

X
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Click and HHClick method

Purpose

Use the Click method to invoke any command that supports the Button
parameter.

Commands that do not support the Button parameter, such as Splash,
are invoked as soon as your HTML file is loaded and, therefore, cannot
be called from a method.

This method can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files. However, not all commands are supported in
uncompiled HTML files.



Applies to

HH Version
KLink

Related Topics
Shortcut
TCard

WinHelp




Syntax

Click() or HHClick()

The Click method takes no parameters.



Example

The following example shows how to use the Click method to invoke the
HH version command.

The code for the control:

<OBJECT
id=test3
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="HH Version">

</OBJECT>

The JavaScript code to invoke the control:

<a href=JavaScript:test3.Click()>On Click, do HH Version</a>



¢ |f you are using Microsoft Visual Basic Scripting Edition (VBScript),
S H e Npe HHClick, which provides the same functionality as Click,
but prevents a naming conflict with the VBScript Click method.

Comments
2] About the HTML Help ActiveX control methods




Print method

Purpose

Use the Print method to print one or more topics in a specified contents
(.hhc) file.

This method can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Applies to

Contents



Syntax

Print()

The Print method takes no parameters.



Example

The following example shows how to use the Print method to invoke the
Contents command.

The code for the Contents command:

<OBJECT
id=test2
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=55%
height=45%

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Contents">
<PARAM name="Ttem1" value="methods.hhc">

</OBJECT>

The JavaScript code to call the Print method:

<a href=JavaScript:test2.Print()>Print Contents</a>



Show Me

21 About methods




SyncURL method

Purpose

Use the SyncURL method to select the contents (.hhc) file entry for a
topic that you specify.

The instance of the HTML Help ActiveX control that you reference when
using the SyncURL method must specify the Contents command.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Applies to

Contents



Syntax

SyncURL(BSTR pszUrl)
PARAM

Values
name

Specifies the topic whose corresponding contents entry you
want to select.

pszUrl




Example

The following example shows how to use the SyncURL method to select
entries in a contents (.hhc) file.

The code for the control:

<OBJECT
id=sync
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
codebase="hhctrl.ocx#Version=4,72,8252,0"
width=35%
height=25%

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="Contents">
<PARAM name="Ttem1" value="methods.hhc">

</OBJECT>
The JavaScript code to invoke the control:

<a href=JavaScript:sync.syncURL('textpopup.htm')>Go to textpopup.htm</a>



e The SyncURL method provides the same functionality as clicking the
S hes@aieldton on the HTML Help Viewer toolbar.

(- OmMENtS:s




TCard method

Purpose

Use the TCard method to send a WM_TCARD message from a help
window to a program. This method provides the same functionality as the
TCard command with the exception that the method accepts only
numeric arguments.

Using the TCard method reduces the number of instances of the control
in an HTML file. If you plan on using multiple TCard commands in a
single HTML file, then you should insert a single <OBJECT> tag, and then
call the TCard method.

The instance of the HTML Help ActiveX control that you reference using
the TCard method must specify the TCard command.

This command can be used only with a compiled help (.chm) file.



Applies to

TCard




Syntax

TCard(WPARAM wPARAM, LPARAM IPARAM)

PARAM

Values
name

Specifies the value to pass to the WM_TCARD message.

WPARAM usually identifies a user action.
WPARAM

This value must be numeric.

Specifies the value to pass to the WM_TCARD message.
Contains additional data, depending on the value of
PARAM IWPARAM.

This value must be numeric.




Example

The code for the control:

<OBJECT
id=test
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"
>
<PARAM name="Command" value="TCard">
<param name="Button" value="Call TCard command">
<param name="Item1" value="123, MyText">

</OBJECT>
The JavaScript code to invoke the control:

<a href="JavaScript:test. TCard (5555, 10056)">TCard Example</a>



Comrhetitels



TextPopup method

Purpose

Use the TextPopup method to open a pop-up window.

The instance of the HTML Help ActiveX control that you reference using
the TextPopup method does not need to specify a command.

This method can be used with either a compiled help (.chm) file or
uncompiled HTML files.



Applies to

This method is independent of any of the HTML Help ActiveX control
commands.



Syntax

TextPopup(BSTR pszText, BSTR pszFont, int horzMargins, int vertMargins,
COLORREF clrForeground, COLORREF clrBackground)

PARAM
name

V%ﬁ? family

pszText

la $toirg vable that specifies the text to display in the
PoR;up window,

nr\ ar ﬁf\

pszFont

A= m&asaasy)

A string variable that specifies the following font
attHBIRES:

e Format options
The format is as follows:

Facename|, point size[, charset[, PLAIN BOLD ITALIC
UNDERLINE]]]

The default font settings are: "Helvetica,12,,PLAIN"

horzMargins

An integer that determines, in pixels, the side margins
relative to the center of the pop-up window.

vertMargins

An integer that determines, in pixels, the top and bottom
margins relative to the center of the pop-up window.

clrForeground

Specifies the color of the text in RRGGBB format. To
specify the default text color (black), type -1.

Specifies the background color of the pop-up window in

clrBackground|RRGGBB format. To specify the default background

color (pale yellow), type -1.




Example

The code for the control:

<OBJECT
id=test
type="application/x-oleobject"
classid="clsid:adb880a6-d8ff-11cf-9377-00aa003b7a11"

>
<PARAM name="Command" value="HH Version'>

</OBJECT>
The JavaScript code to specify the text and font variables:

<script>

FontFace="Verdana,8,,bold"

TopicText="This is an HTML Help pop-up window. This window can display
text only."

TopicText2="This is another HTML Help pop-up window."

</script>

The JavaScript code to invoke the control:

<a href="JavaScript:test. TextPopup (TopicText, FontFace, 10,10,10,10)">
TextPopup Example</a>



e Colors do not display properly.
Mre text variables in a separate text file with a .js extension.

Comments _
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opics Found display options
When you tsethe ALink, KLink, and Related Topics commands, you can
specify, in the Command parameter, whether to display the list of topics

in a dialog box or on a pop-up menu. Both display options will list up to
127 topics.

The following are examples of each display type:



Dialog box

To specify a dialog box, type ,dialog after the command name as in the
following example:

<PARAM name="Command" value="Related Topics, dialog">



Pop-up menu

To specify a a pop-up menu, type ,menu after the command name as in
the following example:

*pld RA PPHARS FRSAITSHIN Thedommanthagiameter, the Topics
Found dialog box is used by default.

[loA8out commands




WinHelp window type

When using ‘the W WinHelp command, specify one of the following WinHelp
window types. Specify a pop-up window in the Command parameter:



Pop-up WinHelp window

A topic 1D iz a string that identifies a topic or a
lozation within a topic to display.




Secondary WinHelp window

Help Topics Back Dptiohz

To create a topic file
1 Open a new file in a word processaor or text editor that can handle
rich test format,

2 “Wwiite your individual topics, separating each topic with a hard
page break.

3 Add appropriate footnotes at the beginning of the file.
See Related Topics below.
4 Save the file in rich test format with the if filename extengion,
Tip
+ Before creating a complete topic file, test the compatibility of pour
wiord processor of best editor by compiling a short test topic file,

M Related Topics




Primary WinHelp window (main)

> Help Author's Guide H=] 3
File Edit Bookmark Options Help

Helplu:upiu:sl |5zl | Frrirt | €4 | B |

Help macros

YWinHelp provides a zet of macros that enable you to control and customize Help functionality.

b acro reference topics describe the macroz included with “winHelp and explain how to uze them

ir wour Help file.

YWwhen creating your Help files, you can make vour Help macros n by:

+ Placing macroz in the project [hpj) file, 20 'WinHelp runz the macros whenewver a user opens the
Help file ar a particular window type.

+ Placing macros in the project file, 2o WinHelp runs the macros whenever a uger chooses a
kewamard from the [ndex tab in the Help Topics dialog bos,

* Placing macroz in a topic foothate, 2o the macros run when a user dizplays that topic.

Placing macrog in the contents [ cht] file, 20 WinHelp runs the macros whenever a uger
double-clicks the azsociated page icaon.

Configuring the menu bar and button bar, 20 wWinHelp runz a macro when a user clicks the
menu iterm or button,

+ pAdding hotzpaots bo your topic, go the macro wns when a uzer clicks the hotzpat,
+ |lzing an external program to gzend a function call that prompts WinHelp to run a Help macro.

Help macroz are designed to imitate standard C-language format; howewver, standard Help macros
do not support varniables or exprezsion evaluation.

Hote

+ |f pou find that the standard Help macro set falls short of your ultimate goal, vou can also create

%Dur i Help_Tacms by usiﬂg DLL funu:til;uEs. . L.
b

éblBt=tdrebased on the definitions in the [WINDOWS] §

qpprifipd Wianlp prnjprt ( hpj) file

and background
bection of the

Nt

El
EE]

window is used.

About commands

do not specify a window type or a window name, the main



_Iplash command example

his page demonstrates the use of the Splash command. The timeout
for this splash screen is set for 5 seconds. Click the image to dismiss the
splash window before the allotted time.

:+ Back to Splash command



Sample: Click method

Sample 1

Click the following link to invoke the HH Version command.

\What version am 1?



JavaScript:test3.Click()

Sample 2

Click the following link to invoke the Related Topics command.

Show me a list of related topics

+ Back to Click and HHCIlick method



JavaScript:rtopics.Click()

Sample: Print method

Click the tollowing link to invoke the Print method, which opens the Print

dialog box and allows you to print one or more topics from the contents
(.hhc) file.

Print one or more topics in the table of contents

+ Back to Print method



JavaScript:test2.Print()

%@@m,m%low, to invoke the SyncURL method, which selects the
toielEctis\eruients (.hhc) file that displays.

). Select Click
). Select Print
. Select SyncURL
Select TextPopup

~—

- Back to SyncURL method



JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mtextpopup.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mclick.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mprint.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_msyncURL.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mclick.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mprint.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_msyncURL.htm')
JavaScript:sync.syncURL('ocx_mtextpopup.htm')

e |Ne lexL COI0I dl a vdalue Ol 8669904.10.
Sample: TextPopu

Ok e Sllowine ks ra ca\l g Tgrgpopup method.

- Back to TextPopup method



JavaScript:sample.TextPopup(side_txt,style,99,9,-1,-1)
JavaScript:sample.TextPopup(top_txt,style,9,99,-1,-1)
JavaScript:sample.TextPopup(fore_color,style,9,9,8855416,-1)
JavaScript:sample.TextPopup(back_color,style,9,9,-1,0)
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