AutoCAD 2009 Developer Help

Welcome to AutoCAD 2009 Developer
Help

AutoCAD Developer Help provides complete
information for customizing and extending

AutoCAD. Click the links on the right or use
the Contents tab to browse Help topics.
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AutoCAD 2009 Help

Customization Guide

The Customization Guide tells experienced
users how to customize AutoCAD. To browse
the Customization Guide, use the Contents
tab on the left side of the Help window.

» Basic Customization

®» Custom Linetypes
» Custom Hatch Patterns

» Customize the User Interface
» DIESEL

» Slides and Command Scripts

» Introduction to Programming Interfaces

» Shapes and Shape Fonts
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AutoLISP Reference

The AutoLISP Reference provides a
comprehensive reference for AutoLISP®, a
full-featured, interpretive programming
language that you can use to call AutoCAD
commands, system variables, and dialog
boxes. The following topics are included in the
AutoLISP Reference:

®» AutoLISP Functions: Operators, A

» Externally Defined Commands
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AutoLISP Developer's Guide

The AutoLISP Developer's Guide provides
information for using the Visual LISP®
interactive development environment to
develop and test AutoLISP® programs. The
guide also describes how to use the
extensions provided with Visual LISP to
create ActiveX® automation. The following
topics are included in the AutoLISP
Developer's Guide:

Introduction

Using the Visual LISP Environment

Using the AutoLISP Language

Working with Programmable Dialog
Boxes

Appendixes
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AutoLISP Tutorial

The AutoLISP Tutorial provides step-by-step
lessons that teach you how to use Visual

LISP™ to develop an AutoLISP® application.

The following topics are included in the
AutoLISP Tutorial:

Introduction

Designing and Beginning the Program

Using Visual LISP Debugging Tools

Drawing the Path Boundary
Creating a Project and Adding the

Interface
Drawing the Tiles

Acting with Reactors
Putting It All Together
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DXF Reference

The DXF Reference provides a
comprehensive reference to the DXF™ file
format. The following topics are included in
the DXF Reference:

» DXF Format

» HEADER Section

» CLASSES Section

» TABLES Section

» BLOCKS Section

» ENTITIES Section

» OBJECTS Section

*» THUMBNAILIMAGE Section

» Drawing Interexchange File Formats

» Advanced DXF Issues
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ActiveX and VBA Developer's Guide

The ActiveX and VBA Developer's Guide
explains how to use ActiveX and VBA to
develop an application to customize
AutoCAD. The guide also includes sample
code and step-by-step procedures. The
following topics are included in the ActiveX
and VBA Developer's Guide:

* Introduction
» Getting Started with VBA

» ActiveX Automation Basics

» Control the AutoCAD Environment
» Create and Edit AutoCAD Entities

®* Dimensions and Tolerances

» Customize Toolbars and Menus

» Use Events

» Work in Three-Dimensional Space

» Define Layouts and Plot

» Advanced Drawing and Organizational
Techniques

» Develop Applications with VBA

» Interact with Other Applications and
Windows APIs

» ActiveX/VBA Tutorial: Design the Garden
Path
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» Visual LISP and ActiveX/VBA Comparison
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ActiveX and VBA Reference

The ActiveX and VBA Reference provides a
reference to the ActiveX object model and its
associated interface components. The
following topics are included in the ActiveX
and VBA Reference:

*» Object Model
* Events

®» Methods

*» Properties

*» Objects
» Code Examples
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acadauto.chm::/idx_object_model.htm
acadauto.chm::/idx_event_reference.htm
acadauto.chm::/idx_methods.htm
acadauto.chm::/idx_properties.htm
acadauto.chm::/idx_objects.htm
acadauto.chm::/idx_examples.htm
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Sheet Set Objects Reference

The Sheet Set Objects Reference provides a
reference to the objects for Sheet Set
Manager. The following topics are included in
the Sheet Set Objects Reference:

» Overview of Sheet Set Manager Objects
®» Objects
®» Methods

* Properties
*» Enums
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Connectivity Automation Reference

The Connectivity Automation Reference
provides a reference to the Connectivity
Automation object model and its associated
interface components. The following topics
are included in the Connectivity Automation
Reference:

» Connectivity Automation Objects
®» Object Model

®» Objects
* Methods

* Properties
» Events
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ObjectARX

ObjectARX®, the AutoCAD® Runtime
Extension programming environment,
includes C++ libraries that are the building
blocks you can use to develop AutoCAD
applications, extend AutoCAD classes and
protocol, and create new commands that
operate in the same manner as built-in
AutoCAD commands.

If this Help item displays as a page icon
(&) on the Contents tab, the ObjectARX
documentation is not yet available in
your Help system.

The AutoCAD ObjectARX
documentation can be downloaded from
the Developer Center section of the
Autodesk Web site. To integrate the
ObjectARX documentation with your
AutoCAD documentation, copy the
ObjectARX Help files into your AutoCAD
\HELP\ folder.
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http://www.autodesk.com/develop/devres/objectrx/index.htm
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My Help

You can create your own group of Help topics
called My Help. Once you add the My Help
topics to AutoCAD Help, they are available
from the Contents tab, the Index tab (if you
add index entries), and the Search tab in the
left pane of the Help window. Click this My
Help topic on the Contents tab to access the
Help topics you add to AutoCAD Help.

For information about setting up My
Help, see Set Up My Help.

General
Information

Help Files

Customization
Guide

AutoL ISP
Reference

AutoL ISP
Developer's
Guide

AutoL ISP
Tutorial

DXF Reference

ActiveX and VBA
Developer's
Guide

ActiveX and VBA
Reference

Sheet Set
Objects
Reference

Connectivity
Automation
Reference

ObjectARX

» My Help

Resources on the
Web







Set Up My Help

If you want to set up My Help, you must create your Help topics
in HTML, and then compile them with Microsoft HTML Help
Workshop to create a compiled Help file named myhelp.chm.
Copy this file to the AutoCAD\Help folder.

To display hyperlinked topic titles in the main My Help
topic

¢ Include a file that lists those topic titles in the CHM file.
Name this included file myhelp_toc.html.

To display the topic titles on the Contents tab

¢ Include an HHC (Help Contents) file that lists those topic
titles in the CHM file.

To display any index entries you add to your Help topics
¢ Include an HHK (Help Index) file in the CHM file.

Even if you haven't included the myhelp_toc.html file or the
HHC or HHK files, the content in your CHM file is available on
the Search tab.
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